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FOREWORD 


Library commissions are in position to 
| become careful observers and reporters of 


national and world library movements, 
| and by using the improved transporting 
- and communicating structures may dis- 
- tribute a body of library knowledge to 
' local library centers and develop the 
_ library systems of the several states to a 
- higher degree of efficiency. 


The Public Library Commission of 
| Indiana, moving abreast of other pro- 
gressive library commissions, recognizes 
| the absolute essential importance of 
| organized communication between it and 

the local libraries of the state whose 
| interests the Commission was created to 
_ serve. 

With seven years of experience in deal- 

| ing with questions pertaining to library 

organization, buildings, administration, 
‘instruction, library science, institutes, 
| traveling libraries, library and school co- 
; operation, the Commission has become 
_ @ recognized authority on most library 


questions and hopes through the Library 
Occurrent to come into close touch with 
all library centers. 

In order to make this a co-operative 
publication, information from all sources 
is solicited. Librarians throughout the 
state are requested to send in items in 
regard to the work. done in their respect- 
ive libraries. 


CENTERS OF LIBRARY INFLUENCE 
PART I 

Since local free public libraries super- 
seded the subscription librariesin America, 
independent centers of library influence’ 
may be said to have had their existence. 
The extent of each library’s influence has 
been proportionate to its association with 
other libraries. 

In a few states early provision was 
made for strong township and county 
library movements, but these have never 
been worked out to a satisfactory sys- 
tematic conclusion. They required the 
present development of rural free delivery, 
telephone and trolley systems to be per- 
fected. 

State associations of librarians, varying 
in efficiency as they have been organized, 
administered and maintained by more or 
less broad-minded and efficient officers 
and members, have had their part in 
library development. 

Library commissions, library schools 
and state libraries are also the recognized 
sources of information concerning many 
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library movements, though none of these 
are yet in a position to become a final 
authority on any mooted question. 

For thirty years the American Library 
Association has been of great benefit to 
those libraries whose librarians have been 
interested to attend its conferences and 
carry home the ideas and inspiration 
derived from them. Acting and reacting 
upon these local, county, state and 
national associations have been local, 
state and national organizations of clubs 
and other educational agencies. All of 
these have in turn been influenced by the 
newspapers and periodicals. In future 
issues of the Library Occurrent we hope 
to sketch the history of the centers of 
library influence and give some account 
of their future development and co-ordi- 
nation. 


THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 

The American Library Association was organ- 
ized in Philadelphia in 1876. Its purposes are 
“the formation of library interests, the inter- 
change of experiences and opinion, the obtain- 
ing of larger results from library labor and 
expenditure, and the advancement of the pro- 
fession of librarianship. The association also 
aims: (1) By organization and force of num- 
bers to effect needed reforms and improve- 
ments, most of which could not be brought 
about by individual effort; (2) by co-operation, 
to lessen labor and expense of library admin- 
istration; (3) by discussion and comparison, 
to utilize the combined experiments and ex- 
perience of the profession in perfecting plans 
and methods and in solving difficulties; (4) by 
meetings and correspondence, to promote ac- 
quaintance and esprit de corps.” 

In addition to benefits derived from the for- 
mal proceedings and the papers presented at 
the various sessions, those in attendance find 
a direct, practical value in the informal dis- 
cussions and individual conferences made pos- 
sible by the intervals between sessions. Sim- 
ilar opportunities are given by the necessity 
for traveling together to and from places of 
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meeting and at the various social occasions 
connected with the conferences. 

The association has a*membership of over 
3,500, and the place of its annual meeting is 
purposely varied to reach different sections of 
the country. Every effort should be made by 
librarians to attend this gathering. The ini- 
tiation fee is one dollar in addition to the an- 
nual fee of two dollars, payable to the treas- 
urer, Gardner M. Jones, Public Library, Salem, 
Mass. This fee entitles members to a printed 
copy of the proceedings of the association, 
which are from year to year a veritable com- 
pendium of library progress. 


NARRAGANSETT PIER CONFERENCE. 





The twenty-eighth conference of the Amer- 
ican Library Association will be’ held at Nar- 
ragansett Pier, R. I., beginning June 29th and 
continuing until July 6th. 

There will be four general sessions, at which 
topics of interest to all classes of library 
workers will be presented by prominent speak- 
ers. Sectional and committee meetings will be 
amply provided for. 

The program committee has distributed the 
reports through the several sessions in hope 
that more discussions will be brought out. 

Special rates have been secured at the hotels 
at from $2.50 a day, or $16 a week, up to $6 
a day, or $40 a week. 

All rooming will be done by an A. L. A. 
committee and not by the hotels. A limited 
number can be accommodated at lower rates 
in smaller hotels and boarding houses not far 
distant. Rooms will be assigned in order of 
application, and notification of assignment will 
be sent each applicant not later than June Ist. 

Persons not now members of the A. L. A. 
who expect to be present should send in their 
applications for rooms as early as_ possible. 
For rooms, address American Library Associa- 
tion, Travel Committee, 1014 Beacon street, 
Boston, Mass. 

Railroad rates, one fare and a third for the 
round trip, have been granted by the various 
passenger associations from whose territory 
25 or more persons attend. Early notification 
to be present is therefore helpful in securing 
rates, especially from points west of Chicago 
and south. 
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Post-Conference Trip. 

The proposed post-conference cruise has been 
abandoned, as not enough favorable replies 
were received before March Ist to warrant the 
travel committee in chartering the steamer. 
The final circular, to be issued June Ist, will 
suggest plans for post-conference trips of in- 
terest. 

The A. L. A. Book List (distributed free 
in Indiana by the Library Commission) will 
have notices each month concerning this con- 
ference. Watch for them. 

J. I. WYER JR., 
Secretary A. L. A. 


A. L. A. 
OUTLINE SUGGESTIVE PROGRAM, NAR- 
RAGANSETT PIER MEETING. 
(Subject to change.) 





Friday, June 29: 
Morning. Free. 
Afternoon, 2:30. Meetings of executive board, 
council and committees. 
Evening, 8.30—10. Informal reception. 


Saturday, June 30: 

Morning. Free. 

Afternoon, 2.30. First general session. Wel- 
come by the state, Rhode Island Library As- 
sociation and the local committee. Presi- 
dent’s address. Library affairs in Great 
Britain. Reports of officers, council and 
committees. 

Evening, 8.00. National Association of State 
Librarians (first session). Catalog section 
(first session). Round table meeting for 
small libraries. 


Sunday, July 1: 

Morning and Afternoon. Free. 
Evening, 8.00. Singing; readings; steropticon 
glimpses of twelve A. L. A. post-conferences. 


Monday, July 2: 

Morning, 9.30. Children’s librarians’ section 
(first session). Bibliographical Society of 
America. 

Afternoon, 2.30. Trustees’ section. League of 
Library Commissions (first session). Col- 
lege and reference section (first session). 


Evening, 8:00. Second general session. The 
public library as a municipal institution. 
Reports of committees. 


Tuesday, July 3: 


Providence Day. 


Wednesday, July 4: 


Morning, 9.30. National Association of State 
Librarians (second session). Catalog sec- 
tion (second session). 

Afternoon, 2.30. Third general session. Ad- 
dresses by well-known speakers. Reports of 
committees. 

Evening. Free. 


Thursday, July 5: 


Morning, 9.30. College and reference section 
(second session). Children’s librarians’ sec- 
tion (second session). 

Afternoon, 2.30. Fourth general session. 
Planning and construction of library build- 
ings. Reports of committees. 

Evening, 8.30. Round table meeting for small 
libraries, section or other meetings. 


Friday, July 6: 


Morning, 9:30. Fifth general session. The 
library in relation to special classes of read- 
ers—(a) Books for the blind; (b) Books for 
the foreign population; (c) Technical and in- 
dustrial books; (d) Libraries and settlement 
work. Reports of committees. Unfinished 
business, ete. 


Note—The Program Committee has dis- 
tributed the reports through the several ses- 
sions in the hope that more discussions will 
be brought out. 


Each Indiana Library Board is urged to de- 
fray the expenses of the local librarian for the 
American Library Association Conference at 
Narragansett Pier. . 

The expense involved will be amply repaid 
in more efficierit service to the library, more 
joy in that service on the part of the librarian, 
who is made to feel that she is an important 
part of a great world educational movement, 
the altruism of which appeals to the best in 
any librarian, 
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INVITATION OF THE WAYS AND MEANS 
COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Herbert Putnam, Mr. E. C. Hovey and 
other members of the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee have issued the following communica- 
tion, which should be acted upon by all Indiana 
libraries: 

To all Libraries, their Trustees, Librarians and 
Assistants, to Library Schools, Library Asso- 
ciations and Library Clubs: 

Every one interested in library work of any 
kind, even if already a member of a state or 
local club, is invited to become a member of 
the American Library Association, which is in- 
tended to include all parts of the country, all 
kinds of libraries and all persons interested in 
library progress. Individual work is already 
effective in many places; but active national 
work is still needed to bring together all local 
influences, to encourage scattered libraries, 
to develop interest in communities not yet 
reached, to promote co-operation in work and 
uniformity of methods, thus saving time and 
expense, and to stimulate the public toward a 
more liberal support of libraries. 


LEAGUE OF LIBRARY COMMISSIONS — 
EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING. 

Meetings of the Executive Board of the 
League of Library Commissions were held in 
the office of the Public Library Commission’ of 
Indiana and at the Winona Technical Insti- 
tute, December 13-14, 1905. Mr. Legler of Wis- 
consin, Miss Hoagland of Indiana, Miss Bald- 
win of Minnesota, and Miss Tyler of Iowa, 
were present. 

The topics considered by the Board were the 
final draft of the constitution and by-laws, 
publications of the League and American Li- 
brary Association Publishing Board in charge 
of the Carnegie Bibliographical Fund, Traveling 
Libraries in Alaska, and the program for the 
annual meeting of the League to be held at 
Narragansett Pier in conjunction with the A. 
L. A. The following subjects were presented 
for consideration by those present, and Miss 
Marvin of Oregon, the absent member of the 
Board: (1) The Library Budget, How Shall 
It be Proportioned? (2) What Form of Li- 


LIBRARY OCCURRENT 


brary Organization is Most Desirable for a 
Small Town? (3) County Library Systems. 
(4) Mandatory vs. Permissive Library Laws. 
(5) State Examinations and Certificates for 
Librarians. (6) To What Extent Should State 
Traveling Libraries be Used in Strong Local 
Libraries? (7) Relations of Commissions to 
School Libraries. 

To Miss Baldwin was assigned the compila- 
tion of the Commissions’ Year Book. With 
certain minor changes, the recommendation of 
the chairman of the Publication Committee 
regarding various leaflets and hand-books was 
approved, and the Board voted to request her 
to prepare a hand-book on small library build- 
ings, each Commission being asked to contrib- 
ute typical plans. 

The urgent need for a list of children’s books 
and selected lists of books in various foreign 
languages was discussed, and it was decided 
to ask the A. L. A. Publishing Board for these. 

Visits were made to Governor Hanly, State 
and city libraries and the library school at the 
Winona Technical Institute. The faculty and 
members of the Library School gave a recep- 
tion in honor of the visiting League members, 
which was attended by librarians from Indi- 
anapolis and the surrounding towns. 


ATLANTIC CITY MEETING. 


Following is a resume of the report of W. M. 


ji Bishop, secretary pro tem. of the Atlantic City 


meeting: 

The annual spring meeting of the New Jer- 
sey Library Association and the Pennsylvania 
Library Club was held as usual at the Hotel 
Chelsea, on March 9-10. There was an unusu- 
ally large and representative attendance, due 
in part to the meetings of the Council of the 
American Library Association and the Amer- 
ican Library Institute, held at the same time. 

The Atlantic City meeting in the spring and 
the Lake Placid meeting in the fall are fast 
becoming opportunities for the transaction of 
important business of a general nature, while 
the papers offered at these gatherings have 
tended to the consideration of topics of: more 
than local interest. 

The program included a paper by Mr. John 
J. McFarlane on “A Commercial Library,” in 
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which he brought out somewhat in detail the 
work of the library of the Philailelphia Com- 
mercial Museum. The possibilities of govern- 
ment documents in answering questions on 
statistics and commerce was illustrated. 

Miss Sarah Comly Morris Boyle gave an ac- 
count of the reorganization of Juniata College, 
Huntington, Pa. 

A review of the library work in Pennsyl- 
vania during the past year was given by Mr. 
Thomas Lynch Montgomery, State Librarian. 

At the close of the second session a recep- 
tion was tendered the librarians by the trus- 
tees and their wives. 

Miss Frances Rathbone, Librarian of the 
Free Public Library of East Orange, N. J., read 
a paper on “Library Guides,” which she held to 
mean anything or anybody that aids the pros- 
pective reader to his book. 

Miss Louise Connolly, General Supervisor of 
Public Schools, Newark, N. J., gave a very fine 
talk on the “Art of Using a Library,” which 
was a critical and kindly survey of our mod- 
ern libraries as they impress one who is trying 
to use them. 

Mr. Varnum Lansing UCollins, of Princeton 
University, read a paper on the new “precep- 
torial system” and the university library. 

Miss A. R. Hasse, of the New York Public 
Library, told the history of the collection of 
public ddcuments in that institution, and gave 
some notion of the projects which are now in 
process and in contemplation. 

Prof. Woodward, director of the Carnegie In- 
stitution at Washington, spoke most enter- 
tainingly of the difficulties of his post. 

Brief announcements concerning the confer- 
ence at Narragansett Pier closed the formal 
program. Most of those in attendance re- 
mained in Atlantic City until Monday, so that 
opportunity was given for meeting friends and 
for much shop talk on Sunday. 


“But for the art of reading there never 
would have been any books. * * * The lack 
of direction, cultivation and discrimination in 
that art accounts for the decline in the qual- 
ity of books. Like readers, like authors. The 
great need of the world of letters is the pro- 
motion of the habit of reading with judgment, 
and the love of reading with taste.”—Henry 
Van Dyke. 


INDIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


LILLIAN B. ARNOLD ........ President. 
ANNETTE CLARK........ 0045 Vice-President. 
Har.ow LInDLEY.......... Secretary. 
Vii Wee TEA ceca ccsciccce cece Treasurer. 


A meeting of the Executive Committee of 
the Indiana Library Association was held in 
Indianapolis Friday, March 16th. Plans for 
the meeting to be held at Kokomo next Octo- 
ber were discussed and a general outline of. the 
program was decided upon. k 

In order to interest all library workers the 
suggestion was made that the different ses- 
sions be conducted on the lines of library insti- 
tutes; one person, an authority on library mat- 
ters, to be given charge of the meeting, and by 
means of general discussions to bring out the 
special needs of each library. Definite instruc- 
tion as well as inspiration would be the result. 

A very helpful feature of the program would 
be a report from each library represented of 
new things inaugurated in their library during 
the past year. 

It is hoped to make this meeting of unusual 
interest, and all persons interested in library 
work in any way are urged to become members 
of the State association in order to promote 
co-operation and to stimulate interest in the 
work, 

Librarians are requested to send in to the 
secretary any suggestions for the program, 
topics for discussion, or real live questions for 
the question box. 


LIBRARY AND SCHOOL CO-OPERATION. 


It is, after all, not the few great libraries, 
but the thousand smaller ones that may do 
most for the people, although the librarian in 
the small town may be overwhelmed by reports 
of the systematic work with schools accom- 
plished by the large libraries. The greatness 
of libraries, with their minute organization, 
hampers individual work. It requires effort 
and a long time to learn to use the large 
libraries, there are so many departments, so 
many places to go for different things, so many 
rules to conform to in borrowing books. The 
opportunity for personal help is much greater 
in a small library. A homelike atmosphere is 
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possible and thus more of the work that really 
tells. 

Library work with the schools presupposes 
two conditions. First of all, the library itself 
must be well organized and catalogued. If the 
machinery of the library runs smoothly and 
has been so carefully worked out that the tech- 
nical detail is simplified until it almost takes 
care of itself, there will be time for the real 
work of the library, bringing together books 
and the people of the town, thus making a 
library the center of all the vital interests of 
the community. In the second place, the libra- 
rian must understand the peculiar needs of her 
community. No two communities are the same 
in history, interests, and needs. Only when the 
librarian has studied local conditions, is famil- 
iar with the school course of study, and has, 
together with the opinion of the best critics 
and annotations of teachers and children, her 
own knowledge of books for children, is she 
ready for broad and sympathetic work with 
the schools. 

These recommendations for the work with 
schools possible to small libraries are made by 
some of the state public library commissions. 

1. Announcement should be made to the 
schools of the help the library can give them. 
‘Lhis may be done by the librarian or commis- 
sion instructor attending teachers’ meetings, 
sending letters or telephone messages, or mak- 
ing announcements in the daily or weekly 
paper. Reviews of new books of interest to 
teachers or children may be published in the 
paper. The monthly bulletins of the Spring- 
field, Pittsburg, or Buffalo libraries are espe- 


cially good for their book annotations and are: 


suggestive for this purpose. If there is no 
town paper and no telephone, and it is impos- 
sible for the librarian to attend teachers’ meet- 
ings, a typewritten notice of new books, mag- 
azine articles of interest, exhibits at the 
library, ete., can be posted in the library or 
sent to the superintendent for announcement 
at school. Library news can often be satis- 
factorily spread by telling it to one teacher or 
pupil. 

2. Arrangements should be made with the 
school superintendent by which word is sent 
to the librarian of the school work to be taken 
up at stated times in the different grades. If 
the librarian knows a week or more in ad- 
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vance that material is needed in geography, 
history, nature study, or reading, she can ex- 
haust the resources of the library on those sub- 
jects and have ready for the teacher the avail- 
able poems, stories, and pictures. These may 
then be put together on one shelf or a list of 
them posted. Librarians complain that after 
school great numbers of children come to the 
library looking for material, when it is im- 
possible for her to leave the charging of books 
to help them. If teacher or superintendent had 
informed her of the subjects to be looked up, 
the librarians could have anticipated their needs 
and have been better prepared to meet them. 
3. Picture exhibits on the subject being 
studied make the school work more live and 
interesting, and at the same time attract 
teachers and children to the library. The in- 
expensive reproductions of the Brown, Perry, 
Cosmos, or Blue Print companies are useful 
for historical and geographical subjects, por- 
traits, and copies of famous paintings. It may 
not be possible to have these mounted so they 
can be circulated in the schools as books are. 
More valuable even than these pictures is a 
miscellaneous collection gathered, for the sake 
of the subject, from every possible source, 
worn-out, discarded books, posters, book cov- 
ers, magazines, railroad guides and book an- 
nouncements. The selection of these pictures 
is quite as important as the selection of books 
and is a big problem. There is no place for 
the melodramatic, artificial conventional child 
life, poor reproductions, or poor conceptions of 
a great subject. To be usable such a collec- 
tion must be classified with simple headings, 
alphabetically arranged in folders, and indexed. 
This collection can be drawn upon for picture 
bulletins or for exhibit of the subjects studied 
at school. Such an exhibit must always have 
unity or it loses any educational value. The 


catalogs of the different art companies are 


indispensable to a library both for its own use 
and the use of teachers who often need to con- 
sult them for selecting pictures for school 
rooms. 


4. Books for the teachers and children 
should be purchased with the school curriculum 
and Teachers’ Reading Circle work in mind. 
If the books for supplementary reading have 
been bought with the course of study in mind, 
they will be adapted to every grade and will 
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illustrate the different subjects taught. When 
the teacher calls for books as supplementary 
reading, the librarian knows just what she has 
on the subject and the books adapted to the 
children of the different grades. Her books are 
of good working value, not a dead, useless col- 
lection. There must necessarily be duplicates 
of books most used, for teachers and librarians 
agree that it is better to have several copies of 
the really useful books than to have only one 
copy of a great number of titles. Teachers 
must help the librarian by suggesting books 
needed for reading aloud to the children and 
for the children to read for themselves. Then 
a collection of the best classified and graded 
lists of books should be on hand for the con- 
sultation of teachers purchasing books for their 
own use. 

5. In one way or another provision should 
be made for teaching children the proper use 
of the book, the significance of information of 
title, author, date and publisher on the title 
page, use of index and contents, the use of the 
card catalogue as the index to the library, and 
the use of different kinds of reference books. 
On account of crowded conditions at the library 
and lack of time both of teacher and librarian, 
it may not always be possible to have classes 
come to the library for such lessons. If a 
schedule of visits by classes to the library or 
of the librarian with a book and tray of cards 
to the schools, are both impossible, individual 
instruction to a few children will prove con- 
tagious. High school teachers, at least, may 
assist by sending pupils to the library to make 
out bibliographies on certain subjects. This 
will save the time of the teacher and will train 
the pupil in using the catalogue and library 
and teach discrimination in the selection of 
books for the list. 

6. Children themselves should be attracted 
to the library, if not by a children’s room, by 
a special corner for them. Low tables and 
chairs, picture books and colored pictures, and 
easy books well labeled on low shelves will at- 
tract the tiny tots. There will be a table or 
bulletin board where anniversaries, birthdays, 
seasons of the year and current events are 
celebrated, and where the children learn to look 
for something new every few days. The bird 
arrivals of the spring will be recorded here as 


they occur, and typewritten poems, descrip- 
tions, lists of books, portraits, pictures, and 
books opened at interesting places, will make 
this celebration corner suggestive in attract- 
ing the children to reading best books on the 
subject. Numerous well-printed shelf labels, 
for example: Travel, Nature Books, Easy 
Books, ete., and book labels, such as France, 
Birds, Bible Stories, etc., will make it easy 
for children to find what they want and save 
the librarian’s time. There may be no need of 
a regular story hour to interest children in 
Greek, Roman, and Norse mythology, stories of 
King Arthur and Charlemagne, but once in a 
while a small informal group of children may 
become interested in a new book, or a collec- 
tion of poems by hearing a few pages read 
aloud. 

7. Special privileges to teachers in the use 
of books can always be given. When possible, 
the teacher should have as many books as she 
requires in her work, and should keep them as 
long as she needs, pfovided that it does not 
interfere with the rights of any one else. 

It will not be possible for the librarian alone 
to accomplish all these things. But every com- 
munity has its local history enthusiast, its bird 
lover and naturalist, its college students, and 
lover of the legends of literature. They all be- 
long to the library, and can be interested in 
its work with the children. ‘The naturalist 
may have his little class to which he talks, and 
from their excursions a small museum of in- 
sects and life histories may be begun in the 
library. The lover of legends may come to the 
library now and then for a story hour with 
the children. The local history enthusiast may 
make the library the center of his collections. 
The club women may see that the attics are 
ransacked for valuable pictures in old books 
and magazines, and may study the books of 
children in their meetings that they may bet- 
ter direct the reading of children and intro- 
duce-more reading aloud to and by children 
in the home. The library may be, in fact, the 
center of all the vital interests of the com- 
munity. 

[Prepared as a leaflet for League of Library 
Commissions by Ida M. Mendenhall, Instructor 
in Library and School Co-operation, Public Li- 
brary Commission of Indiana.] 





TRAVELING LIBRARIES IN INDIANA. 


The first traveling libraries in Indiana were 
sent out in 1899 with thirty-four libraries 
ready for circulation. The Commission now 
sends out 163 libraries to about 200 different 
associations. 

The libraries are of two kinds, general and 
special, the general being a collection of forty 
books suitable for the home and interesting to 
both old and young, the special subject libra- 
ries being for study clubs and schools, or indi- 
viduals desiring a course of special reading. 

These are sent to farm homes, country schools, 
Sunday schools, clubs and reading circles of all 
kinds. 

Any five or more persons may obtain these 
books from the Commission. They are loaned 
for three months and may be retained for a 
longer period. 

The only expense connected with them is the 
prepaid round-trip express rate, which ranges 
from 60 cents to $2.00. 

One hundred and six libraries were sent to 
various localities in the state during Novem- 
ber, December and January. 

Three hundred and sixty-three libraries have 
been sent out during the past year. The cir- 
culation of three hundred and sixty-three li- 
braries means about 5,000 volumes in general 
use, 

The reports show that many of the books 
have two, three, four and five readers in one 
family. It is estimated that twenty thousand 
readers have had the benefit of traveling libra- 
ries during. the past quarter. 

Last year the demand among the study clubs 
was for books on American art, Browning, 
Shakespeare and the usual inquiries for the 
other libraries. This year there has been many 
requests for books on Indiana. Shakespeare 
has also been the subject for this season’s work 
in many of the clubs. During the past six 
months the two libraries on Domestic Science 
have been in continual use in rural communi- 
ties. 

A renewed interest is being shown now in 
the Nature Study libraries. 

The Commission has received a few letters 
from associations in the farming districts stat- 
ing that the busy season was opening and they 
would not care for other libraries until next 
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fall. Each year fewer of these letters come 
in. Many of the organizations in the agri- 
cultural communities are making use of the 
books all the year round. In one locality, 
twelve miles from the nearest library, the 
members, all farmers, keep a library during 
the summer months and read as they can. It 
is also retained for the benefit of the children 
in the community. 

Traveling library stations have been estab- 
lished during the last three months in Lizton, 
Bloomingdale, Atlanta, Cuba, Freedom, Pendle- 
ton, Velpen, Monticello, Decatur, French Lick, 
Greentown, Spartanburg, St. Croix, Economy, 
Moores Hill, LaFountaine, Thorntown, Spencer, 
Stonington, Summitville, North Vernon, Rock- 
ville, Wolcottville, Fountain City, Bicknell, 
Morgantown, Paoli, Plummer, Fremont, Gal- 
veston, Milan and Lebanon. 

In each number of the Library Occurrent, 
some of the Traveling Libraries made up since 
the publication of the last Finding List will 
appear. 

Traveling Library No. 156. 


1. Sixteen years in Siberia. Deitsch. 

2. Pioneers of France in the new world. 
Parkman. 

3. Social progress. Strong. 

4. Working with the hands. Washington. 

5. Beauties of nature. Lubbock. 

6. Incentives for life. Ludlow. 

7. Cost of living. Richards. 

8. Makers of modern prose. Dawson. 

9. Fictional rambles in and about Boston 


Carruth. 
11. Guy Fawkes. Ainsworth. 
12. Marble faun. Hawthorne. 
13. Robert Cavelier. Orcutt. 
14. My lady of the North. Parrish. 
15. Common lot. Herrick. 
16. Adventures of Gerard. Doyle. 
17. Masquerader. Thurston. 
18. Rose of old St. Louis. Dillon. 
19. Beverly of Graustark. McCutcheon. 
20. Coast of Bohemia. Howells. 
21. Childs’ history of France. Bonner. 
22. Famous explorers. Sparks. 


23. Story of early Britain. Church. 

24. Cleopatra. Abbott. 

25. Our little Turkish cousin. Wade. 

26. Eighty good times out of doors. Heath. 
27. Gulliver’s travels. Swift. 
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Harris. 
King. 


Little Union scout. 
Knight of Columbia. 
Treasure of the Incas. Henty. 
Huldah. Cooke and MacGowan. 
When Patty went to college. Webster. 
Hope Hathaway. Parker. 

Rose in bloom. Alcott. 


Helen’s babies. Habberton. 
Chicken little. Pratt. 
Snow white. Richards. 


Bread and ’lasses. Stapp. 
Two little knights of Kentucky. John- 
ston. 


Little colonel. Johnston. 


Traveling Library No. 158. 


Russian advance. Beveridge. 
History of modern Europe. Schwill. 
Romance of conquest. Griffis. 
Principles of money. Laughlin. 
Modern industrialism. McVey. 
Great religions of the world. Giles. 
Mountains. White. 

Story of Pemaquid. Otis. 
Happiness. Hilty. 
Tower of London. 
Grafters. Lynde. 
Chance acquaintance. Howells. 
Monks’ treasure. Horton. 
Man on the box. MacGrath. 
Strollers. Isham. 

Ravanels. Dickson. 
Prospector. Connor. 

Children of destiny. Seawell. 
New Samaria. Mitchell. 
Strong Mac. Crockett. 
Historic scenes in fiction. 
Bee people. Morley. 
Our little Norwegian cousin. Wade. 
Tales from Shakespeare. Lamb. 

St. Nicholas. v. 30, pt. 1. 

Medal of honor. King. 

Out with Garibaldi. Henty. 

Little traitor to the South. Brady. 
Sandy. Rice. 

George Washington Jones. 
Freckles. Porter. 

Little women. Alcott. 
Day before yesterday. Shafer. 

Next door. Burnham. 

Roger and Rose. Beebe. 

Coquo and the king’s children. Baker. 


Ainsworth. 


Van Dyke. 


Stuart. 


37. Little brothers of the West. Deming. 
39. Alice’s adventures in wonderland. Carroll. 
40. Aunt Liza’s hero. Johnston. 


COMMISSION ACTIVITIES. 

The regular quarterly meeting of the Public 
Library Commission will be held at the Com- 
mission office, Room 58, State House, on 
May Ist. 


The Public Library Commission has recently 
been called upon to organize and dedicate li- 
braries at Knightstown and Earl Park. 


Kendallville and Winchester are taking the 
initial steps to secure library organization un- 
der the state law. 


Under the library law of 1901-3, library 
boards have been established at Spencer and 
Martinsville, the latter place having received 
an offer of $12,500 from Mr. Andrew Carnegie. 


It is probable that the Public Library Com- 
mission will endeavor to secure legislation 
whereby libraries located in county seats may 
extend their privileges to the residents of the 
county. The officers of the Indiana Union of 
Literary Clubs and the Indiana Federation of 
Women’s Clubs have expressed themselves as 
interested in the above movement. 


The trustees of Butler College have re- 
quested the Public Library Commission to out- 
line a course in library reference to be intro- 
duced into the college course next year. It is 
likely that two former Butler College students 
who have attended the Library School of the 
Winona Technical Institute at Indianapolis this 
past year will begin amplification of the Butler 
College library catalog, upon the completion of 
their course in June. 


If enough librarians signify their desire to 
spend a few days in New York City and vicin- 
ity previous to attending the A. L. A. confer- 
ence at Narragansett Pier, June 30th, the Pub- 
lic Library Commission of Indiana will make 
arrangements for such a visit, providing that 
reduced railroad rates can be secured. 


Miss Merica Hoagland, who for five years 
has filled the position of state organizer for 
the Public Library Commission of Indiana, is 
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to accept a position as secretary and organ- 
izer of a Winona Women’s Commission, which 
is to promote Winona educational interests at 
Winona Lake, Indianapolis and New York 
City. Miss Hoagland’s resignation was sent 
to the Commission in March so that she might 


be free to consider the above offer. She 


recommended the appointment of Mr. Chalmers 
Hadley as state organizer of libraries. Mr. 
Hadley, who is pursuing a special course at 
the New York State Library School, was ap- 
pointed to enter upon his official duties No- 
vember 1, 1906, when Miss Hoagland with- 
draws from the active participation in Com- 
mission work. Last May Miss Hoagland was 
appointed to serve, without salary, as secre- 
tary of the Commission, and it is probable she 
will continue to act in that capacity at the 
quarterly meetings of the Commission. 

[Erroneous statements have been published 
that Miss Hoagland resigned to accept a posi- 
tion with the Winona Bible School. This 
school is located in New York and is sup- 
ported by Miss Helen M. Gould. Miss Hoag- 
land’s new office will not take her away from 
Indianapolis, where she is also director of the 
Library School.—Ed.] 


IMPORTANT TO LIBRARY BOARDS. 
The following decision of the Attorney-Gen- 
eral of Indiana will be of interest to libraries 

organized under the library law of 1901-3: 


Office of Attorney-General, 
State of Indiana. 
Indianapolis, March 15, 1906. 


Miss Merica Hoagland, Secretary Public Li- 
brary Commission, Indianapolis, Indiana: 
Dear Madam—In your communication of Feb- 

ruary 23, 1906, you ask, after a library board 

has determined the rate of taxation for library 
purposes and its assessment has been duly cer- 
tified, and an ordinance passed fixing the an- 
nual tax levy, including the library assessment, 
whether it is necessary for the city clerk to 
file and the council to pass upon each library 
order. 

I am of the opinion that such action upon 
the part of the clerk and common council is un- 
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necessary. The statute (Acts 1901, page 85) 
provides: 

“The tax so levied as provided in Sections 
1 and 7 of this Act shall be held and kept as 
a separate fund by the treasurer of such city 
or incorporated town for public library pur- 
poses, as herein provided, and he shall pay out 
the same for library purposes only upon the 
warrant of the president of the library board, 
countersigned by the secretary thereof. The 
treasurer of such city or town shall be liable 
upon his official bond for the faithful perform- 
ance of the duties imposed upon him by this 
act.” 

In 1905 the following statute was passed, 
and incorporated in the general town and city 
code of the Acts of 1905, page 259: 

“No order or warrant for any purpose shall 
be drawn against the funds of any city, in the 
hands of the treasurer or other officer, unless 
an appropriation has been made by ordinance 
for such purpose and such appropriation is not 
exhausted, or unless such order or warrant 
shall be for a salary fixed by statute or ordi- 
nance, or in payment of a judgment which such 
city is compelled to pay, or for interest due on 
city bonds.” 

I do not consider that the latter section is 
intended to apply to warrants drawn against 
the special fund held by the treasurer for li- 
brary purposes. ‘This fund has already been 
appropriated by law to specific purposes, viz., 
to the establishment, equipment, maintenance 
and enlargement of the public library. Any 
further appropriation by the common council 
for these same purposes would be idle, and any 
different appropriation. by said body would be 
unauthorized. It was evidently not the inten- 
tion of the legislature to require the council to 
pass upon every anticipated expenditure of a 
portion of the library fund, whenever a book 
was to be purchased or a pamphlet rebound. 
These are matters properly left to the deter- 


mination of the president and secretary of the- 


library board, since the council colt in 
the nature of the case, be fully advised on the 
advisability of every purchase. 

I am therefore of the opinion that the city 
clerk need not file and the common council 
need not pass upon each library order. 

I have the honor to be, 

Very truly yours, 
CHAS. W. MILLER, 
Attorney-General. 


(Signed.) 
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SUMMER SCHOOL FOR LIBRARIANS. 


The Public Library Commission of Indiana 


will conduct the fifth annual course of library 


instruction in the Summer School for Librari- 
ans at Winona Lake, Indiana, July 9 to Au- 
gust 17, 1906. 

Instructors and Instruction—Miss Anna R. 
Philps, head instructor of the Library School at 
Indianapolis, and of three former courses in the 
Summer School for Librarians, will continue to 
give the technical instruction. She will be as- 
sisted by Miss Lillian B. Arnold, graduate of 
the University of Illinois Library School; Miss 
Ida M. Mendenhall, graduate of the Pratt In- 
stitute School of Library Training, and Mr. 
Chalmers Hadley, of the New York State Li- 
brary School. The course of study includes 
book selection, orders, classification, cataloging, 
bibliography, reference, and work with schools. 
Special lectures on other library topics will be 
given. 

Admission and Application—Only those who 
have had a four years’ high school course, or its 
equivalent, and are in library positions or un- 
der definite appointment to them, will be ad- 
mitted. No partial courses are allowed, ex- 
cept in cases of students who have successfully 
pursued courses of study in accredited library 
schools. No entrance examination is required. 
As the number of desks is limited, early appli- 
cation is desirable. All applications shoud be 
received by June 10. 

Expenses.—Tuition fee, $10.00; admission to 
Assembly grounds, season ticket, $3.00; text- 
books, $5.25; supplies, $5.00; room and board, 
$5.00 to $10.00 per week. 

Request for additional information or appli- 
cation blanks should be addressed to Miss 
Merica Hoagland, Secretary and State Organiz- 
er Public daibrary Commission of Indiana, State 
House, Indianapolis. 


NOTES FROM THE FIELD. 


Muncie High School.—Miss Chapin and Miss 
Streeter, of the public library, have just fin- 
ished cataloging the new library at the high 
school. The books have been cataloged and 
classified according to the Decimal system. 





Warsaw.—The library is soon to be moved to 
the Center Ward School building. The charg- 
ing system will be changed and free access to 
shelves given. The Women’s Clubs have raised 
money to be used for an up-to-date card cata- 
log, shelf list and accession book. Miss Ethel 


' Baker has charge of the cataloging. 


Seymour.—The first year of the public li- 
brary has been a very successful one in regard 
to circulation, 1,049 card holders having been 
registered and 1,830 volumes issued. 


Vincennes.—The public library is to be en- 
larged and improved. Many new books are to 
be purchased, and as soon as the improvements 
are completed free access to the shelves will 
be granted. 


Marion.—A very successful art loan exhibit 
was held at the public library, beginning on 
February 28th and lasting for two weeks. This 
is the second annual exhibit, and the collection 
included pottery, wrought metal, Indian and 
other curios. 


Clarks Hill—The high school and citizens 
co-operated in securing books for a library and 
the collection has now reached 700 volumes. 
The population of the town is but 500. 


Terre Haute.—The new library building is 
completed and the formal dedication will prob- 
ably soon take place. 


Goshen.—The annual report of Mrs. Ella R. 
Heatwole, librarian of Goshen’s public library 
for the year 1905, is of interest. The increased 
demand for the better class of books, especially 
those relating to religion, sociology, fine arts, 
history and biography, is particularly notice- 
able. Much credit is due the teachers of the 
public schools, who have exerted a great in- 
fluence in regard to the reading of books by 
the best authors. The circulation for the year 
was 29,616 volumes. 


Muncie.—The annual report of the librarian, 
Miss Artena Chapin, disclosed many interesting 
facts. The circulation this year decreased 
slightly as compared with the previous year, 
but this is explained by the fact that the li- 
brary has lost its novelty, 1904 being the first 
year that the present building was in use. A 
total of 2,929 names was added to the library 
lists in 1905, making the total number 5,436. 
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The year also shows a large increase in the 
number of books added to the shelves, 2,960 
new books having been bought, making the 
total number in the library 20,859. Much at- 


tention was paid to the advertising of the new - 


books as they were placed on the shelves in 
1905, a column in the Muncie Star being de- 
voted to the library in each Sunday edition. 
In addition to this, lists of the new books were 
posted in the library building. 


Logansport.—The report for the month of 
February, just issued by Miss Elizabeth Mc- 
Cullough, librarian of the Carnegie library, is 
a very satisfactory one, and shows that the 
people of Logansport appreciate the advantages 
offered by this magnificent institution. The 
number of books loaned during the four weeks 
of February was 3,458. 


Frankfort.—The building of Frankfort’s Car- 
negie library bids fair to be delayed a few 
months for the reason that the title to the 
Duffy House corner, the site selected for the 
building, is defective. 


Monticello.—The number of books circulated 
during the month of January exceeded that 
of any single month since the opening of the 
public library. The report is as follows: Adult 
fiction, 578; adult, nonfiction, 55; juvenile fic- 
tion, 445; juvenile nonfiction, 76; total, 1,154. 


Laporte.—The Central Labor Union of La- 
porte has taken the initiative in a movement 
to establish a library for the exclusive use of 
union men. The plan is to establish a library 
and provide such books as will be of practical 
value to workingmen in the study of economic 
conditions. 


Brazil—A committee representing the five 
literary clubs of the city met at the public 
library last evening with the library board and 
turned over to them $202. Fifty dollars of 
the amount will be invested in a clock and 
a couple of good pictures for the ornamenta- 
tion and use of the library. The balance will 
be invested in books for the children’s depart- 
ment of the public library and in reference 
books. 


Bloomington.—The contract for the new li- 
brary building for the State University was let 
to W. F. Stilwell, of Lafayette, for $91,000. 


The building will be of stone, Gothic style. 
The last legislature apprepemte $100,000 for 
the structure. 


Earlham College——The campaign for the 
raising of the $30,000 endowment fund for a 
Carnegie library at Earlham College will be 
pushed vigorously between now and the close 
of the college year. Professor Lindley will 
not engage in college work during the spring 
term, but will devote ‘his entire time to the 
work of raising money for the fund. 


Wilkinson.—Through the efforts of L. L. 
Lydy, principal of the schools at Wilkinson, a 
public library has been established there with 
300 volumes. 


Decatur.—The finishing touches are being 
placed on the library building, and in a few | 
weeks it will be ready to formally open to | 
the public. 


LIBRARY SCHOOL BURNED. 


At 3 a. m. on April 11th, the building at the 
Winona Technical Institute, Indianapolis, in 
which were located the library school, library — 
and reading room and other departments, was | 
totally destroyed by fire, the origin of which — 
is unknown. The contents of the building were ~ 
a total ioss. At 8 o’clock the sixteen library | 
school students held a meeting in the presi- — 
dent’s residence and voted to continue their — 
studies April 23d, after the Easter vacation, — 
which fortunately began the next day. This 
afforded the Technical Institute and library | 
school directors opportunity to order desks and | 
secure equipment to finish the year’s course. © 

An expert was at once engaged to secure | 
materials and school outlines, so that this | 
year’s students will suffer little inconvenience | 
and the school will be fully equipped for next | 
year’s course. 

A loss sustained by the school which can 
hardly be made good is the record of forty 
names of those who desire to take the June ex- 
amination for next year’s course. Some tenor 
twelve applicants were sufficiently well known © 
to be remembered. It is possible that owing to ° 
this loss it may be necessary to hold a second | 
examination in September. 











